CHAPTER XXVII
THE GREAT ENIGMA
The great question remains : Did Mallory and
Irvine reach the summit ?
When last seen by Odell they were considerably
behind time. It was 12.50, and they were then at
least eight hundred feet from the summit, and
possibly a thousand. Odell is not perfectly certain
of the exact spot on the mountain at which he saw
them. It was only a hurried glimpse of them he
had through the unveiling of the mountain by the
billowing mists ; and on the broken rugged crest
of a ridge it is not easy to be certain of the position.
In any case, they were much below where Mallory
had expected to be at that time. Indeed, he had
hoped to be on the summit by then.
We have first then to examine the possible
reasons for the delay to see if there was anything
in them to make us think that the climbers would
not be able to reach the summit. Odell has gone
into this matter thoroughly. It will be recalled
that the day of Mallory's ascent was not fine as
it was when Norton and Somervell made their
supreme effort. It was squally and misty. Odell,
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